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IN THE PITS 
 

by Michael Laible 

 
The hustle and bustle of the Holidays is 
winding down.  I hope Santa delivered a 
bunch of goodies that will be future Model of 
the Month entries (hint-hint). SANTA brought 
me a new short kit of the Jerry Bates Bearcat.  
The Bearcat should be under construction by 
year’s end. 
 
I really don’t have too much else to say and 
actually have had a little writers block.  But 
sometimes things take care of themselves.  
So I will write about the latest float fly. 
 
Below are pics of the annual Burton Float Fly. 

 

 
The morning was crisp and perfect for a float 
fly.  We modelers are strange folks and see 
things related to flight.  Some would see 
something else in this pic but a modeler 
would say “Wow, what a nice landing strip”. 
 
Below, Mutt and Jeff are starting up the float 
planes.  Both planes checked and are ready 
to go. 

 
 

The Cub is released for the day’s adventure. 
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Nothing better than a slow taxi out on a calm 
lake.  It’s been some time since the lake has 
been this calm. 
 

 
 
She returns from a fishing trip in the deep 
wilds of Canada (well, I can dream right).  
This picture is right before touchdown.  Note 
the reflection, what a picture.  
 

 
 
Now for the landing roll out.  The pic after that 
is Jim Visentine with all smiles as he climbed 
out of the Cub from his fishing trip.  He said 
the walleye were biting at everything. 

 
 

 
 
Plane number two heads for a flight.  Once 
again the water is smooth as silk.  The fishing 
group is excited for the day’s activities. 
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Nothing better than an in flight pic of a plane 
on floats.  The fishing group is all smiles. 

 
 
However, this one did not fair to well during 
the flight.  Remember what we always say 
about the fun fly bomb drop; keep your eye 
on the plane not the bomb.  Well it seems the 
same is true with pelicans; keep your eye on 
the plane not the pelicans.  You will be happy 
to know that everyone in the fishing party 
survived, 
 

 
 
I hope you enjoyed the pics and short story. 
 
As always,  
 
Godspeed and safe landings 
 
Mike L. 
 

 

A NIGHT AT THE FIELD 
by Terry Dunn and Mike Laible 

 

On a night in December the JSC RC Field 
glowed with strange lights.  The lights were 
coming from Terry Dunns’ night flyer.  Below 
find a picture of the UFO lights.  Hopefully no 
one driving by on Saturn reported strange 
lights over NASA! 
 

 
 
 
Terry also performed a maiden of his new 
Eindecker park flyer. 
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POWER 
by Michael Laible 

 
You may have heard already, but the JSC RC 
field has been upgraded with power.  We 
have two boxes, four outlets each of 120 
Volts.   
 
As you can see Fronkensteen (A little quote 
from Mel Brooks “Young Frankenstein”) is 
ready to create life. 
 

 
 

 

 

NEW ENGLAND TRAVEL LOG 
by Terry Dunn 

 
I flew in to Hartford, CT in early September 
for a business trip. Before leaving Houston, 
several folks told me that I should visit the 
New England Air Museum (NEAM) that is 
located not far from the passenger terminal. 
Boy am I glad that I heeded their advice. 
 
I arrived on a rainy Tuesday afternoon and 
pretty much had the whole place to myself. 
There are lots of cool airplanes and artifacts 
there. After a while, I made my way to the B-
29 hangar where one of the volunteers asked 
if I'd like to get up on the balcony for a better 
camera angle. "Uhh, sure". 
 

 
 
The next thing you know, "Tom the volunteer" 
became my personal NEAM guide and we 
spent another 2 hours roaming the place. 
Thanks to his guidance, I was able to see and 
do way more than I ever expected. Before I 
left, I had left my fingerprints in the cockpits of 
their Sikorsky HH-52, Douglas DC-3, 
Republic P-47, and North American F-100. I 
think I can safely say that this was my best 
airplane museum visit...ever. Thanks Tom! If 
you're ever anywhere hear Hartford, check 
out NEAM. It's a great museum...even if you 
don't have Tom showing you around. I've 
included a few photos here, and more are 
posted on my RC Groups blog: 
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/member.php
?u=2517 
 

 
 

I am not a Frankenstein. 

I'm a Fronkensteen. 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/member.php?u=2517
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/member.php?u=2517
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Later in the same trip, I visited The Old 
Rhinebeck Aerodrome in Rhinebeck, New 
York. If you're not familiar with Rhinebeck, it 
is a "living" museum that has many original 
and replica antique aircraft. The most modern 
design I saw there was a Super Stearman. 
The oldest was an original Bleriot (the oldest 
airworthy airplane in the US!). Rhinebeck's 
airstrip is just a narrow swath cut through the 
woods, but they hold airshows every 
weekend June through October. It was by far 
the most unique airshow I've ever been 
to...and the first time I've had the joy of 
hearing the beautiful clanking of a genuine 
rotary engine. 
 

 
 

 
 
Even without the airshow, Rhinebeck is a fun 
place to visit. There are many hangars that 
are stuffed with old artifacts. I'm not even 
sure that the museum staff knows everything 
they have. The engines, wings, cars, 
motorcycles, wheels and other assorted items 
just seemed to be scattered around. As I 
walked through the museum, I felt like I was 
rummaging through a forgotten barn.  
 

 
 
The weekend that I was at Rhinebeck 
happened to be the annual Jamboree where 
the mornings are an RC event (with model 
designs of the same vintage) and the 
afternoon is the full-scale airshow.  I can say 
that I truly regret not jumping at the chance to 
buy a ride over the Hudson Valley in the 
museum's 1929 New Standard Biplane. I 
guess that will have to wait until next time. 
And I truly hope there is a next time I visit 
Rhinebeck. 
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BOEING INITIATIVES 
by Michael Laible 

 
I recently attended a Boeing conference in 
Seattle.  The conference is a yearly meeting 
of all structural dynamic engineers at Boeing.  
It is intended for engineers across the 
company to present what is going on in their 
groups.  On interesting presentation was of a 
blended wing.  I didn’t get a copy of the 
presentation but he did send me a link of a 
proto type flying. 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCUv_T-Zzv4 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

YEAR END PARTY 
by Michael Laible 

 
This year there were over 40 people in 
attendance at the annual Christmas Party.  
The food was great and it was great seeing 
all the members and their families.  I want to 
extend a big thank you for everyone that 
helped out.  Everyone pitched in and the 
night went off without a hitch. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DCUv_T-Zzv4
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The presentations of the Model of the Year 
were outstanding.  We started out with Randy 
Stones Hobie Hawk.  It seems this model was 
bought for him in 1973.  It was a state of the 
art glider at that time.  He re-covered the 
plane and is as good as new. 
 
Larry Baily had a surprise show and tell of an 
airplane pedal car for his grandson.  Terry 
Dunn’s daughter was the first to try I tout.  
After she climbed in I don’t think a dry eye 
was left.  Just to make sure everybody was 
choked up, Don White presented his model 
“Frede” and shared with us a poem about the 
first flight.  I guess it slipped my mind but 
Fredde was built by his Grandson.  What a 
wonderful gift that must be. 
 
Taz then presented his highly modified T-28 
and I presented my Skyshark P-40.  The 
presentations were wrapped up with Terry 
Dunn presenting the tow plane C-47 and his 
own designed glider WACO CG-4A. 
 
After all the fanfare the votes were taken and 
counted.  The winners of MOY were: 
First  Terry Dunn w/C-47 & CG4A 
Second Mike Laible w/P-40 
Third  Larry Baily w/Bell 222 
  Don White w/Fredde 
 

 
Randy Stone and his 1973 Hobie Hawk 

 

 
Larry Bailey and his Grandson’s Christmas 

present 
 

 
Larry Bailey and his Bell 222 

 

 
Don White and his sentimental Fredde 
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Taz Crowson and his modified Black Horse T-

28 
 
 

 

 
Mike Laible and his Skyshark P-40 

 

 
Terry Dunn and his Venom C-47 

 

 
Terry Dunn and his WACO CG-4A (own 

design) 
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Upcoming Events 

 
Jan. Rest and Relaxation 
1-12 Club Meeting 
 

 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 281-226-4192 (W) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Phil Elting 281-333-1125 (H) 
 
Treasurer:  

Dave Hoffman  281-479-1945(W) 
 832-689-620(Cell) 
 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 
 
Membership Committee 

Herman Burton 281-474-7133(H) 
 
Safety Officer:  

Dave Bacque 281-486-1695(H) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor:     
Dave Hoffman: 281-479-1945 (W) 
   832-689-6201 (Cell)  
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  281-474-1255(H) 
   281-226-4192 (W) 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Clay Bare:  281-488-2992 
Herman Burton: 281-474-7133 
Mike McGraw 281-844-5431 
 
Heli & Fixed: 
Brian Campiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
 
 
 
 

 

The R/C Flyer 
 
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 
subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 
the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

 

mlaible@jscrcc.com
mlaible@jscrcc.com
http://www.jscrcc.com/
mailto:preston@jscrcc.com
mlaible@jscrcc.com
mlaible@jscrcc.com

