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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 

 
2015 is in the past and 2016 is already ticking 
the days off.  I hope everyone had some 
family time and got rested for the coming 
year. 
 
I am excited about this coming year 
beginning with the Iron Mike Swap Meet in 
March (note change to 3-26) and the War 
Birds over JSC in April (4-23).  I am trying to 
get Boeing involved with the Warbirds over 
JSC, celebrating Boeing 100th anniversary.  I 
hope to get at least 4 B-17 bombers and 
other Boeing planes.  I have also asked 
NASA to think about letting pilots in Friday for 
practice.  So let’s see what shakes out. 
 
Before I go any further, I want to once again 
extend a huge thanks of gratitude to all the 
members of JSC RC.  We really had a great 
year (despite the weather) and it was 
because of you guys.  We came together as 
a club to put on two events and then we had 
two fun fly picnics.  I hope everybody had fun.  
That is the important point. Thanks. 
 
I am also looking forward to flying some big 
warbirds at the local events.  The first ones 
up are Texas City, JSC and Austin. 
 

Remember we are voting on the handbook 
adoption this January.  Inputs will still be 
taken but must be voted on and passed.  I will 
be sending a final version out at the same 
time of this newsletter.  Things got a little out 
of sorts with the deletion of field passes.  I 
have had great inputs and made corrections 
to eliminate the references to field passes. 
 
Now on a lighter note: 
 

Why do I keep these 
scrap pieces at the 
band saw   >>> 
 
 
When I have this big 
box of pieces>>> 
 
Only a modeler can 
understand this 
paradigm.  We keep all 
these parts and pieces of wood for what – 
someday?  Well here is what I did for the last 
day of the year.  I cleaned out the scrap box 
and anything that had a 1/8” of balsa dust on 
it was tossed.  I condensed my two boxes of 
scraps to one.  The one box of scraps will still 
last me longer than a lifetime.  I amaze 
myself on the things I save.   
 
Well that’s all for this column and see ya at 
the next meeting. 
 
Safe Landings and Godspeed, 
 

Mike L. 

The R/C Flyer 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY 
by Mike Laible 

 
I hope everyone had fun at the Christmas 
Party.  It looked like everyone was having fun 
and everyone had plenty to eat.  The pictures 
above show some of the activities.  We had a 
surprise visit by K-9 the dog from Dr. Who (or 
Dr. Fitz).  He was quite the hit and actually 
took pictures and printed out the picture from 
his mouth.  

 
Mike Hudson brought in a Stanzel aircraft 
display.  It was a treat to see this display.  If 
you have never been to the Stanzel museum 
in Schulenburg it’s worth a visit. 
 
Also note the smoking hole chair.  Yep you 
got it; the chair is for the pilot of the latest 
smoking hole.  I do not mean bodily noise, I 
mean an airplane crash. Who will be the first 
for 2016? 
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Now for the Model of the Year entries. 

 
Hank Ram’s Rogallo wing parasail. 
 

 
Herman Burton’s Top Flite Hawker Sea Fury 
 

 
Mike Laible’s FMS P-47, a Cecil’s special!!! 
 

 

 
Mike Laible’s Top Flite giant scale P-47. Yes 
guys I built it. 

 
Ken White’s Kerswap 
 

 
Cecil Sorrel’s ME 262 
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And the winners are: 

 
1st place Herman Burton 

 
2nd place Ken White 

 
And 3rd place Cecil Sorrels 

 
Another year in the books. 

2015 MODEL OF YEAR 
 

 
 

Herman Burton with his Top Flite Sea Fury 
 

WHATS UP AROUND THE CLUB 
 
by Mike Laible 

 
I have this column for what is going on 
around the club.  This means members can 
contribute, Hint, Hint.  No contributions this 
month so you are stuck with me.  So let’s get 
started. 
 
First up is a book I just finished.  Last year I 
read a book called “Twilight Warriors”.  It was 
a non-fiction book of the Corsairs off the USS 
Intrepid during the last months of the Pacific 
War.  Eric Erickson was a main character so I 
thought I would do the Top Flite Giant Scale 
Corsair in these colors. 
 
In the references of “Twilight Warriors” I found 
a reference of a book by Eric himself.  On 
Amazon I found this book and purchased it.  
It is no longer published and had to get a 
used version.  It turned out to be an 
interesting read and really is his journal. 
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It turns out he flew a number of different 
planes and really never talked about which 
plane he flew in.  One time he took off from 
Intrepid and turned right around for a crash 
landing, at night, pulled him out and assigned 
him to another plane, took off and caught up 
with the squadron.  Usually flew a formation 
of four.  WOW, now that’s some you know 
what. 

 
 
The Bates Bearcat is well on its way and all 
the balsa work should be complete by the 
end of January.  These are older pictures and 
I now have the top of the wing sheeted. 
 

 
 

Now for the Fuse.  I now have the Motor fire 
wall installed, tail wheel installed and ready to 
sheet the bottom of the fuse.  So things are 
progressing along.  Going to propel the 
bearcat with a FUJI 50 and model the Blue 
Angels #4.  I may change my mind on this but 
for now Blue Angels it is. 
 

 
 
Now for the North Production plant.  The 
plant is busy and have a Corsair ready for 
pick-up and the P-40 is close behind.  Below 
is a picture that he sent me of the P-40 tail 
feathers.  He (Pop) did note that the weather 
has turned cold and this may stop production 
for some time. 
 

 
 
The following pictures are of an evening flight 
that Marc De La Roche and I had at JSC.  It 
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was a little on the chilly side.  But we hung 
around after sunset and just happen to have 
night flyers.  Imagine that. 
 

 
Marc and his night vision-aire 
 

 
Mike and his Avistar loaded with LED’s. 
 
We had fun and the TSA or Homeland 
Security did not show up looking for UFO’s. 
 
Till next month, fly safe. 
 
Mike 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
by Mike Laible 
 

Just a reminder that to continue your 
membership in the Johnson Space Center 

Radio Control Club, you must submit a 2016 
Registration Form, appropriately filled out, 
and return to the person listed on that form, 
along with your check and a copy of your 
AMA 2016 membership card. 
 
Please make your check payable to 
“JSCRCC”.  DO NOT make the check 
payable to the membership chairman. 
 
Name tags are available for those who want 
them, but you must include the extra fee 
listed on the registration form which is above 
and beyond the membership fee. 
 
The email address you furnish on your 
registration form is used only for 
communicating with the club.  It is never used 
for anything else. 
 
Please print information clearly on your 
registration form.  If I cannot read it, the 
master data base the club maintains will have 
incorrect information, and you will miss out on 
club emails. 
 
Lastly, FIELD PASSES are no longer being 
issued by the club.  You only need your photo 
I.D. and tell the security guard you are with 
the Airplane Club to obtain access to the site. 
Your guests must be listed on your 
registration form, or they will not be allowed 
into NASA’s property. 
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Upcoming Events 

 
March 26,  JSC Swap Meet 
March 31-April2  Monaville Jet Rally 
April 9   Texas City Warbird 
April 16  Prop Nuts Flee Market 
April 23,  Warbirds over JSC 
May 6,7  Austin RC Warbird 
June 10-11  Warbirds over Texas 
 
 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 713-542-0987 (Cell) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Jerry Litjen 713-253-9887 (Cell) 
Treasurer:  

Dave Hoffman 281-479-1945(W) 
 832-689-620(Cell) 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 
Membership Committee 

Herman Burton 281-474-7133(H) 
Safety Officer:  

Dave Bacque 281-486-1695(H) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor: 
Dave Hoffman: 832-689-6201 (Cell)  
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  713-542-0987 (Cell) 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Herman Burton: 281-474-7133 
Dave Bacque: 832-216-2566 
Tom Altmyer  713 591 2859 
 
Heli& Fixed: 
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
 
 

The R/C Flyer 
 

Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 
subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 
the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 
Wanted, Ziroli B-25.  Call Mike Laible 713-
542-0987 
 
Supported Special Interest Groups: 
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White, 
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159. 
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