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In The Pits
By Michael Laible, President

I was ready to write this month’s article and 
even had several ideas. One of the subjects 
was to comment on Terry Dunn’s article in RC 
REPORT (RCR) titled “What’s that smell”. It was 
a great article, I laughed and thought of present 
times and times passed. Terry seemed to be a 

great fit to be on RCR staff. If you didn’t know, 
Gordon Banks is the owner and editor of RCR 
and he has a unique style and sense of hu-
mor. However, before I started my JSCRC  
article I got my latest RCR and noted it said 
“last issue”. What, I couldn’t believe it. I 
have been a subscriber of RC REPORT for 
about 14 years and love the magazine. It 

will be missed, no more Dick Pettit, Dick Watz, 
Brian Winch, Tony Stillman, Gordon’s witty edito-
rial, and Terry’s articles. This is truly a loss.

I hope this isn’t a sign of things to come for the 
RC industry.

Pic 1 is my Top Flite P-51 in flight. Herman  
Burton took the photo and you gotta love in 
flight pics. My Dad built this model and it flies 

great. Pop was tickled pink to see the pic. And 
yes Terry, every once in awhile my squishiest 
part of my brain gets a scent of glow fuel and 
a smile comes across my face, remembering  
the warm summer Saturdays flying my father and  
Lil’ Wizard.
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It’s been awhile since I covered a 
plane in Monokote. It took me a 
few tries, but it was like riding a 
bike, it came back quick. I found 
a little note where I had the temp 
settings for Monokote and Ultra-
coat written down. The old mo-
nokote likes higher heat, but if 
your time it will shape around any 
corner. As noted below, to shrink 
around the wing tip I have to set 
the iron almost to 3. This would 
almost burn a hole in Ultracoat. A 
nice fit around the wing tip.

Enough from me. So now let’s 
wrap up this month with a few 
business items.

Remember that we are having a 
field day February 21st. So come 
on out and have a good time. We 

can assemble as for 
as we can get and then 
have a little lunch.
 
This month for enter-
tainment we will have 
Dave Bacque talking 
about his latest model 
(.049 pattern ship) and 
his mold and vacuum 
form. He will be demon-
strating a real live vacuum form.
Until next month - - -

See ya at the field.
Mike

Pic 2 shows a photo of my Hellcat at the January meeting. It was the only 
model, thus took MOM by attrition. I was pressed with work and ended up 
forgetting the air pump, allen wrenches and bolts. This prevented me from 
assembling the model and thus did not get a good chance to describe it. 
I thought I would bring it back in February for a show and tell.

As the pic below shows, the dirty birdy is coming along. I have the wing 
covered and ready to get to the body. I hope to be complete by the end 
of February. The trim will be similar to the Super Sky-bolt, gold check on 
bottom, blue and red me-
tallic trim on the top. This 
color scheme should look 
really nice on the old pat-
tern ship. 

The wing fillets were nice to 
build. I used the method of 
covering the wing with old 
left over monokote in the 
area of the fillet. I coated 
it with a liberal portion of 
Pam spray and built up the 
fillets with epoxy and micro 
balloons. Once it was dry 
I popped it off. They sand-
ed really nice and made a 
sharp, hard edge.
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The R/C Flyer
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to the Editor, Randy Collier at 12323 Ramla Place Trail, Houston TX 77089 in  
hard copy or via e-mail (preferred) to randy_collier@sbcglobal.net Please have your submission in two week prior to the  
next meeting.

To get the newsletter via e-mail go to http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the “Subscribe to Newsletter”. Once you have  
subscribed you will automatically receive the newsletter each month. If you have any questions concerning the web site,  
e-mail Randy Collier at webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at mrlaible@sbcglobal.net
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