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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 

 
First I want to start off and thank Charlie for 
stepping in and publishing the March 
newsletter.  Thanks Charlie. 
 
We just finished the 2016 Iron Mike Swap 
Meet.  The dates got a little messed up 
because of Easter.  I always wanted it the 3rd 
Saturday of March to stay away from other 
swap meets.  Well, with Easter so early this 
year JSC Spring Fling bumped me to the 4th 
Saturday, Easter weekend.  It turned out to 
be alright.  We made money and should help 
out the budget.  I am assuming we had 
somewhere in the neighborhood of 50-60 
attendees.  Jerry and his boys did a great job 
running the event, mustache and all.  A big 
thanks goes to Charlie Teixeira and Mike 
Hudson for the refreshments.  It seemed 
everyone had a great time and Charlie got 
another B-25!!!! 
 
The April 23 Warbird event is in full planning 
mode.  We currently have about 20-30 pilots 
pre-registered and I expect a few more.  We 
had a planning meeting on 3-31 and all the 
teams have been formed.  However, we can 
always use more volunteers to help.  Just 
drop Jerry Lijen or myself a note. 
 

I am finishing up this newsletter rather late. In 
fact I just came home from Texas City warbird 
on 4-9.  It was really nice to see some old 
faces.  I had 5 flights and everything came 
home in one piece.  It was also nice to see a 
lot of JSC members present.   
 
A lot of people mentioned the JSC Warbird 
event so it seems the excitement is building.  
So let’s be ready for a good and well 
attended event. 
 
So it is full fledge flying season now, longer 
hours and very pleasant temperatures.  So 
let’s keep safety in mind, always. 
 
Later in the newsletter I have a pictorial 
timeline of my Antarctic trip.  So in closing, I 
want to say one thing, does it better than 
this? 

 
Safe Landings and Godspeed, 
 

Mike L. 
 
 

The R/C Flyer 
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MARCH MEETING 
by Mike Laible 

 
The March meeting had four models and one 
show and tell.  It was a nice meeting and 
there was something for everyone.  I keep 
forgetting to ask the model owners to drop 
me a note on their model.  So this is the 
reminder!!!  No, truthfully I always forget to 
write down notes of the model.  I am always 
too busy paying attention.  So with that said 
the first model is: 
 
James Lemon and a special FPV model.  The 
model has places for camera and everything.  
I think he was waiting for it to go on sale and 
he purchased it at a great price.  However, I 
know he had an eventful first flight and had to 
do some mods. 

 
 
Waiting for its first mission. 

 

 

 
Herman explaining the finer points in life.  Oh 
wait, he is talking about a P-40 model.  I 
guess that is the finer points in life.  I love 
seeing scratch builds in the bones.  It’s 
always nice to see under the hood. 
 

 
Joe talking about his new P-51 with an 
evolution 10cc gas engine.  Check it out; he 
has that look of a first love. 
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Next up is Glen Pope and his electric glider.  
This was a fine model but for some reason 
cannot find my notes on which one this is.  So 
for now we will call it Glen’s glider. 

 
 
Something light hearted from Glen 

 
 
MINUTES 
 
Guest 
Jim Winand and Sunil Kaneti 
 
New business: 
None 
 
Old Business: 
Discussion of upcoming Iron Mike Swap 
meet.    We are in Covered pavilion at Gilruth 
Center.  Charlie will handle coffee and Tacos. 

Need for a money box was noted.   Hours will 
be from 9:00 until 2:00 with 5 dollar entrance 
fee. 
 
Warbird event discussed to be held on April 
23rd   Mike is working on Boeing sponsorship 
with awards as this is the 100th anniversary.  
NASA agrees to mow and Ken White will get 
PA.  
 
Landing fee will be 20.00 which will include 
Jimmy John’s sandwich of their choice. 
 
Membership: 
69 members    also 3 name tags to order 
 
Safety: 
 

Treasures report: 
$3773 
 
Announcement: 
None 
 
Model of the month: 
Glen Pope 
 
 
 

MARCH 2016 MOM 
by Mike Laible 
 

 

 
Glen Pope and his glider 
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WILKINS ANARCTICA 
 
by Mike Laible 

 
As most of you are aware I had the 
opportunity to fly a UAV in Antarctica last 
month.  How this even came about is crazy, 
but it did.  It was a long journey of medical 
test and getting approved.  Actually it’s funny 
but I had to get my last blood test in Australia 
and it didn’t get processed until I was actually 
on Antarctica.  This is when I got the email 
saying I was approved to go, as I was reading 
it in Antarctica.  Oh well, seems like 
governments have a lot in common. 
 
In this column I thought I would just walk 
everyone through the pictorial time line.  So 
let’s get started.  After 20 hours we finally 
made it to Tasmania.  Tasmania is a lovely 
little town and the airport still has outside 
loading/unloading of the planes. 
 

 
Just made it to Tasmania airport.  Kevin and 
Jamin walking to the Airport after 23 hours of 
travel 

 
First stop, a hobby shop.  Yes, it turns out 
Tasmania is the retirement capital of Australia 
and they have several hobby shops in a town 
of 250K. 
 

 
What else can be said?  All dressed up and 
nowhere to go.  This is the outfitting session 
at the Australia Antarctic Division.  It truly is a 
mini NASA 
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Australia Antarctic Division headquarters in 
Tasmania, Australia. 

 
We took an Airbus 320 onto the glacier 
runway at Wilkins.  The plane had to be 
outfitted with extra fuel to make the trips to 
and from Wilkins (4-5 hours).  It lands you get 
off and it takes off.  So this is when you go, 
“Oh sh--, I’m stuck here”. 
 

 
Another Oh you know what moment, this is 
my living quarters. 
 

 
Then I met the cook Adam.  This is when I 
really started getting worried. 
 

 
This is where we would have our meals.  As it 
turned out the first morning we woke up the 
Wilkins director told us that we should not 
unpack because of a ship wreck during the 
night.  All unessential people had to leave.  It 
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turned out that we may have a couple of days 
so we proceeded with the ground rule we 
needed to be capable of leaving with 12 hour 
notice.  So off we went. 
 

 
The next day was cloudy and had an inch of 
snow on the ground.  Everyone was amazed 
because really it doesn’t snow much and to 
have an inch of nice fluffy snow was rare.  
The snowflakes were incredible.  Now 
remember I am from Saint Louis so I have 
seen my share of snow, but these flakes were 
like geometric wonders.  Aaron, the Wilkins 
director, was impressed that a man from 
Texas noticed the incredible snowflakes.  
 

 
We finally flew.  It was like flying inside a 

giant marshmallow. 

 
First Landing 

 

 
Two happy folks.  This is Jamin from the UT 
Geology department.  Jamin is the one that 
sponsored us and is very excited about 
drones in Antarctica.  We got two flights in 
this day and then the weather turned south. 
 
The next three days was a total white out.  
The wind constantly blew at 40-50 MPH and 
was very difficult to walk around. 
 
This is where the TV room comes in handy.  
They must have every movie under the sun.  
The best one was one called “The Dish”.  It’s 
about the dish in Australia that Appollo 11 
used.  I was not aware of this and it was a 
great movie. 
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The wind is blowing, blowing, and blowing. 

 

 
Our movie room. 

 

 
A little medical operation.  Seems like I got a 
fiber glass splinter 

 
The sun did set.  It took an hour but it did set.  

We actually had 3-4 hours of darkness. 
 

 
Moon rise 

 

 
After the snow blow we had to dig out the 
airplanes.  Shovels in hand and dug away. 
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The planes cold soaked all night. 
 

 
Skies are clear and getting ready for the first 
flight.  This was for sure the coldest day we 
ever had.  This is actually day 8 and is by far 
the coldest but nicest day. 

 

In the air, flying in Antarctica.  A dream come 
true. 

 

 
Of course had to perform a show pass.  I 
really wanted to roll and loop the plane but 
thought the better of it. 
 

 
Four flights and she is resting nicely on the 
Wilkins runway.  This is the first drone/rc 
aircraft flown at the Wilkins aerodrome.  It 
was amazing.  I had to fill out an Australian 
risk assessment. 
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Everyone happy and giving the UT symbol. 
 

 
Ok, now for a little heartwarming moment.  
The two guys, Jamin and Kevin, in the 
previous picture agreed to pack up the planes 
and I decided to walk the runway back to the 
terminal.  Above is the terminal from the 
apron.  It was about ¾ mile.  At this point, I 
looked around and it hit me.  I got to fly an 
RC aircraft in Antarctica – 4 times today.  25 
MPH wind, ice and snow, about 15 deg F, 
and I did it, the first at Wilkins aerodrome.  I 
have to admit that a tear of joy welled up in 
my eyes.  I also gave a thanks to the big guy 
in the sky. 

 
Now this is what the guys at Wilkins do all 
day.  Moving snow. 

 

 
Now for some photo shots of all the guys.  
That is crazy Adam in the middle.  Note the 
glider he is holding, yes my gliders that I 
BROUGHT. 
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This one is Brad tossing the glider. 

 
This one is for the books.  Holding a Texas 
flag at Wilkins aerodrome  

 
 

 
Yes the three amigos and the two drones 

 

 
Couldn’t pass it up, an Astros sweatshirt in 

Antarctica 
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All good things must come to and end.  On 
day 9 the Airbus returned to pick us up.  
Everyone decided to take two days in 
Tazmania to see the sights.  The next set of 
pics are of my short two day vacation 

 
The cliffs off the east coast of Tasmania.  I 
believe this was called Eagle Hawkneck.  
This was a nice area that had a couple of 
beaches and rock formations.  We took 
several hikes 

 
More coast. 

 

 
Yes, a Tasmanian devil.  It seems like the 
devel’s are near extinction due to road kill 
and cancer. 
 

 
I wanted to take him home. 
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WHATS UP AROUND THE CLUB 
 
by Mike Laible 

 
It always happens.  I am sitting am minding 
my own business and I get this strange email 
from a little strange man in CO.  Always 
attached are these out of focus 5 MB 
pictures.  Who can use those.  Ahh, just 
ribbin you Billy. 
 
Actually, I got some nice pictures of a new 
wooden model he just finished.  An A37 
Dragonfly.  So I asked myself, “What is a A37 
Dragonfly”.  GOOGLE IT. 
 
It turns out it’s a Cessna trainer/ground attack 
jet produced in the Vietnam war.  Over 500 
A37A and B’s were built.  Now I know what a 
Dragonfly is. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Mike 
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Upcoming Events 

 
March 31-April2  Monaville Jet Rally 
April 9   Texas City Warbird 
April 16  Prop Nuts Flee Market 
April 23,  Warbirds over JSC 
May 6,7  Austin RC Warbird 
June 10-11  Warbirds over Texas 
 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 713-542-0987 (Cell) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Jerry Litjen 713-253-9887 (Cell) 
Treasurer:  

Dave Hoffman 281-479-1945(W) 
 832-689-620(Cell) 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 
Membership Committee 

Herman Burton 281-474-7133(H) 
Safety Officer:  

Dave Bacque 281-486-1695(H) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor: 
Dave Hoffman: 832-689-6201 (Cell)  
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  713-542-0987 (Cell) 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Herman Burton: 281-474-7133 
Dave Bacque: 832-216-2566 
Tom Altmyer  713 591 2859 
 
Heli& Fixed: 
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
 

The R/C Flyer 
 
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 
subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 
the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 
Top Flite 60 size Corsair, kit built, saito 1.25 4 
stroke, Robart retracts.  Asking $1000.00, 
cantact David Angel at 
rocketguy88@gmail.com 
 
A Spektrum™ AS3X®(Artificial 
Stabilization – 3-aXis) 6 ch receiver which 
combines AS3X technology with a DSMX® 
receiver in a single unit. Programming is 
made easy via PC or an iOS/Android 
mobile device. This RX lists for $89-$99 
and came with an airplane I purchased at 
the JSC swap meet but since I am not a 
Spektrum user is being offered for sale for 
$45. Contact Charlie at 281-642-4557. 

WANTED 
 
Ziroli B-25.  Call Mike Laible 713-542-0987 
 
Hanger 9 Twin Otter ARF, preferably NIB. 
Charlie, 281-642-4557, 
cteix89@comcast.net. 
 
Supported Special Interest Groups: 
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White, 
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159. 
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