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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 
 

Half way through the year already.  Not only 
that it seems the weather (mainly the wind) 
has been strong and unrelenting.  I will have 
to admit the temperature has been nice lately.  
I couldn’t stand it anymore so went to the field 
when it had about a 15-mph cross wind.  
EXCITING times!!  One good thing about the 
120 degree is you will fly some sort of cross 
wind.  Oh well, teaches us to use the left 
hand. 

The first of May I attended the Austin Big Bird 
event.  It was nice to see some old faces and 
sit and chat with Herman Burton (he also 
attended).  We did get one flight in on the 
bomber but flights were scrubbed on 
Saturday.  During the one flight John 
Eshbaugh took this picture. 

 

I must admit; this plane is a photo magnet 
and I have a lot of pictures of fly bys and 
bomb drops.  But Liberator over the moon!!  
How cool is that.  I am trying to get the 
detailed pic.  I got this one off the internet and 
it is low resolution.  This was taken at the 
Austin Big Bird and more pics in “Around the 
club” 

Now business happenings.  Everyone agreed 
this year that maybe a fourth of July fun 
fly/Picnic would be in order.  It may be hot but 
we will have fans.  Thought we could get out 
early and do some flying and then have a 
BBQ lunch.  Also, it seems like the Warbird 
event and swap meet brought our yearly 
budget in the black.   

I more than likely will miss the June meeting.  
I will be attending the Warbirds over Texas 
and it is just easier if I leave Thursday night 
and feel refreshed for Friday.  Then I come 
back from that and take off to Columibia MO 
for a fly-in fund raiser for the vet “Honor 
Flight”.  To top it off, I come back on the 19th 
and then fly out to St Louis to be my Dads to 
be guardian for his trip to DC on the Honor 
Flight.  Yes, he is flying to DC and I get to be 
his guardian.  How cool is that. 

Safe Landings and Godspeed, 

Mike L. 
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MAY MEETING 
by Mike Laible 
 

The May meeting had about 15 members 
present.  The main item we discussed was 
the budget.  Brian Campopiano gave a good 
report on where the finances stand at this 
point.  We have a healthy balance and we 
need to have a long-term plan for field 
maintenance which Brian and I are starting to 
discuss.   

One thing I will do is get into discussions with 
NASA about maintenance of the runway.  It 
would help us to know if we need to start 
planning on re-sealing or not.  If we do, we 
need to plan for it in the next couple of years.  
It seems like since the space act agreement 
we have had more leeway on field 
maintenance.  Also mentioned and talked 
about is Model of Month.  I guess there was 
some confusion.  I never intended to 
eliminate MOM.  I had no problem the way 
that it was.  I felt MOY needed to move away 
from the Christmas Party, that was all. 

We also had a few airplanes to show.  We 
voted Charlie’s Hanger 9 Corsair for Model of 
the Month. 

The board discussing important club 
business.  I was telling Brian I wanted double 
stuffed Oreo’s and Brian mentioned they cost 
too much.   

 

Next up was Charlie’s Hanger 9 Corsair.  It is 
nicely put together and had some nice-
looking scale additions.  It is powered by a 
DLE 20 and Charlie mentioned that this is 
one of his first experiences in gas motors.  
Can’t wait to see her fly. 

 

 

Charlie discussing his model’ 

Front view of the corsair and the big brother 
in the background. 
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Speaking of Big brother, the pic below is my 
Giant Scale Top Flite Corsair.  I brought the 
fuselage in to show the handy rivet job done 
a clock gear.  The inset picture is me showing 
the clock gear.  For comparison, it took me 3-
4 good 2-3 hour sessions to put all the rivets 
on the P-47.  Well, with the gear rivet tool, it 
took me 2 ½ hour session.  They look great 
painted!! 

 

The next plane is the Freewing F-86.  I love 
this jet.  It does have wheels, I just forgot my 
transmitter.  I cannot explain how much fun I 
am having with this plane.  Going to do some 
mods to make the wing easily removable so I 
can haul this bad boy with all my other big 
planes.  I have 22 flights on this guy in less 
than a month.   

 

 

Mike Hudson brought in his wife’s latest 
garage sale find.  It is a Coca-Cola moving 
music box.  A fun little show and tell. 

 

Longtime member Dave Hoffman showing off 
his AMA award and hat.  This was presented 
to Dave at the Warbirds over JSC. 

MAY MINUTES 

Minutes of 5-11-2017 

Guest 

None 

New business: 
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Ken White made a Motion to bring back 
model of the month. No one 2nd motion and 
item tabled this matter and discuss in the 
future.  

Ken White also advised All Electric Fly in will 
be weekend 

Club Fun Fly was discussed with a tentative 
date of 7/4/17 

Old Business: 

Warbird event had 35 pilots.  Thanks was 
given to all committees for making it a great 
event 

Discussion about need for 2 new start stands 
and 3 canopies.   

Discussion regarding Judging standards or 
the lack there of for Warbirds over JSC. 
Tabled until setting up next year’s event.  

Dave Hoffman showed the club his AMA hat 
and plaque for 50 years of Service.  

Membership: 

Herman not present but Treasurer advises 83 
members. 

Safety: 

None 

Treasures report: 

$5252.32 currently on hand.  Discussion of 
Warbird event and final analysis profit 
appears to be $844.91.  Discussion of Budget 
analysis. 

Announcement/Show and Tell: 

Mike Laible showed his Top Flite Corsair and 
rivet tool 

Model of the Month: 

Charlie Teixeira 

 

MODEL OF THE MONTH - MAY 

by Mike Laible 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT’S UP AROUND THE CLUB 
by Mike Laible 

 
Here I am at my favorite section, “What’s up”.  
Remember, I reserve this for any subject a 
club member would have.  First, I will start 
with a smattering of pics and post in the JSC 

RC group.  If 
you are a 
member of this 
group, this is a 
repeat.  Here 
goes. 

So, first up is a 
pic of Fitz at 
the Alvin 
Electric Fly.  
As you can 
note he is 
concentrating 
real hard. 

I could not pass up this next one.  If anyone 
has built before you would recognize this 
picture and probably would hold fond 
memories.  This pic was sent in by Russel 
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Bear.  His statement was “Working on a 
buddies Fokker D VIII”.  Man, what a pal.   

But I must admit, 
nothing better than 
a sharp plane and 
cutting through a 
balsa leading edge. 

Up next is Mike 
Hudson’s report 
from the Ellington 
open house.  He 
sent several 
pictures but this one 
is a T-33.  Sounds 

like he had a great time and Ellington is 
moving to a whole different level. 

 

Now for the report from Rene.  He has been 
developing the U2 for some time.  This is a 
large version and the detail is looking very 
nice. 

 

Keep those stories coming to RC GroupMe.  

The next subject is my visit to the Austin Big 
Bird event.  It was an outstanding event and 
they had over 75 pilots.  Everyone had a 
great time and the flying models were great. 

I flew the B-24, F-86, and Spad.  Had a great 
time and was one tired puppy dog.  Herman 
Burton made it up and it was nice sitting back 
and shootin the breeze. 

 

A look at all the planes.  This was on Friday. 
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Larry Hultman and Glen Sneddan’s A1 
Skyradiers.  They flew these planes several 
times.  Work of art. 

 

Here they are lining up on the runway, ready 
for takeoff. 

 

The SPAD and B-24.  I got one great flight on 
the B-24.  Had to scrub the next day because 
of got spooked on the range check.  I have 
since found out it is very important on 
antenna direction.  Did fly the Spade about 
five times.  I literally was shimming the wing 
until I got it trimmed perfectly.  I was in 
heaven.  Now if you look real close behind 
the B-24 tail you will spot the F-86.  Don’t let 
her size fool you, she had 8 flights and even 
flew with another F-86 in formation.   

 

Edwin Smiths B-17.  Nice plane 
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Edwin and Laible flying formation.  Cool pic 
with the inset.  The two spotters watching on. 

The next picture is one very large P-47.  I 
believe it has a 250cc 5 cylinder Moki and it 
screams.  One fast plane.  It was so neat 
seeing the Bearcat and the P-47 flying 
together, 10 cylinders at once!! 

 

 

I’ll part with a smooth take off by Larry 
Hultman. 

 

 

Well, I got wheels on the ground.  She is 
painted and ready to have engine run up. 

 

Front view, cowl just resting not attached 

 

Side view, gear doors cycle and work. 
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The cockpit.  Funny on this one.  Got it all 
scaled out, nice pilot and even build a nice 

control stick.  You guys notice anything??? I 
forgot something – TO PUT THE STICK IN. 

 

As many of you know, I had adding weight in 
the nose.  But this kit builds heavy and 
everybody complained about adding from 3-6 
lbs. in the nose.  Well, with that info I shave a 
lot of play and balsa out of the tail and moved 
weight as far forward as I could.  I ended up 
reducing my nose weight from an original 
2lbs 4 oz. to 1 lb. 4 oz., shaved a lb. off.  I 
don’t know how much it weighs because my 
fish scale only goes to 25 lbs., so over 25!!! 

Well, this is the end of another newsletter.  I 
hope you guys enjoy my ranting.  Let’s keep 
the info coming in and we can make lemon 
aid out of a few pictures. 

See ya. 

Remember to smile and enjoy life. 
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Upcoming Events 

6/3 Bomber Field, anysize warbird 
6/9-10 Warbirds over Texas, Aubrey 
8/25-27 West Texas Warbirds, Abernathy 
9/13-16 Bomber field B-17 
9/29-30 Warbirds over LA, Sulphur 
10/13-14 Space City Fall Warbird, Katy 
10/14 Kingsbury Warbird 
10/27-28 Southeast Texas Warbird, Dayton 
 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 713-542-0987 (Cell) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Jerry Litjen 713-253-9887 (Cell) 
Treasurer:  

Brian Campopiano 832-524-9590 (H) 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 

Committees 
Membership: 

Herman Burton 281-474-7133(H) 
Safety Officer:  

Dave Bacque 281-486-1695(H) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor: 
Tom Altmeyer: 713 591 2859 
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  713-542-0987 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Dave Bacque: 832-216-2566 
Fitz Walker  817-797-9192 
 
Heli& Fixed: 
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
 

The R/C Flyer 
 
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 
subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 
the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 

WANTED 
 
Supported Special Interest Groups: 
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White, 
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159. 
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