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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 
 

I had to miss the July meeting do to some 
needed R & R.  Ava and I went to the 
Olympic National Park and Seattle to enjoy 
the Northwest.  The highest temperature for 
the whole week was 72 Deg F.  What a 
wonderful trip it was. 

Prior to our vacation I went to St. Louis and 
was Honor Flight guardian for my Dad.  This 
is an organization that gives the veteran’s a 

one-day trip to 
Washington DC.  
It was a once in 
a lifetime trip.  
More information 
on this trip can 
be found in a 
later section. 

In addition to the 
honor flight trip I 
did get some 
good building 
time in with Pop.  
However, I did 

have to scold him to get back to work.  It 
seems like production is really falling off and 

just is hard to find good help these days.  But, 
the old balsa whip did the trick. 

Onto other news.  I really had fun at the JSC 
RC July 4th celebration.  Seems like 
everybody had fun and we had some good 
flying and comradery.  We even had some 
control line.  More information can be found in 
the following article.  I think it is mandatory to 
have another in October or November. 

From reading the minutes and listening to the 
scuttlebutt, the club is moving forward with 
updating the canopy layout versus adding a 
third canopy.  I think this should be the 
number one conversation at this month’s 
meeting and putting a path forward for final 
layout, expenditures and work days. 

Let’s come up with a good plan, lay it out and 
go for it.  We need to have a floor plan and 
set the dates.  If we organize properly I think 
we can make the floor space very efficient.   

I do like having the restraint block in place.  
No need to always carry them back.  With 
that said I also believe the startup stands can 
be placed in strategic locations.  Now all we 
need is for the stands to have umbrellas! 

Anyway, looking forward to the August 
meeting and hope to see everyone there. 

Godspeed and safe landings, 

Mike L. 

 

The R/C Flyer 
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JUNE MEETING 
by Mike Laible 
 

I missed the July meeting so I am going to 
have to make some assumptions.  The first 
set of pictures is a boat by Frank Clements.  
Frank has brought several boats to the club 
for show and tell but this one looks to be a 
nice model.  The wood work is outstanding 
and even has real seat cushions, doors, 
lights, etc.  I hated missing this one.   

 

This next picture is a close up of the 
craftsmanship.   

 

Frank showing off his model.  I noted the 
Canadian flag.   

 

So now I am really getting jealous.  I miss 
one meeting and I miss a nice boat and some 
nice squadron signal books.  I guess I need 
to send Ava to some garage sales. 

 

 

Mike getting excited about his wife’s find. 
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What’s this, a jug.  Walt’s getting a nice fleet, 
a Corsair and a P-47.  They look like nice 
flying planes.  Just this weekend Walt gave 
me an update on the models, seems like he 
has a little repair work to do 

 

Walt looks under the hood.  Hum, no V-8. 

I looked at last month’s newsletter and I 
mentioned we had boats two months in a 
row.  Well, let’s make that three.  Fitz, you got 
something going with the boat meets. 

Boyce Sterling and the current Secretary, 
Kent Stromberg, are recuperating from major 
surgeries.  I am sure they would like to hear 
from you guys.   
 

JULY MINUTES 

Minutes of 7-13-2017 

Guest 

Guest-Frank Clemets 

New business: 

None 

Old Business: 

2018 Warbird Sanction has been applied for. 
Flyers will go in hobby store Nov 1st to catch 
X-mas traffic 

3rd canopy-will cost at least $1200+, 
discussion on not installing another canopy 
and instead move existing tables, add a 
charging table and benches to sit on. New 
start stands in work 

Dues increase, tabled until next month 

4th July club fun fly and lunch-James-9 
contestants in 2 events, prizes were $20 gift 
cards to Samano's hobbies which Mike 
Samano added $5 to 

Membership: 

Membership-Herman not present-Brian 
reported 86 members 

Safety: 

None 

Treasures report: 

Treasurer-Brian-June opening balance of 
5408, closing balance 5633.60 

Announcement/Show and Tell: 

Show and Tell-Frank Clements showed his 
boat he built from photo's, now has deck 
fittings, anchor, etc. 

Gave out Model of Month photos to Charles 
Teixiera and Hank Ramm 

Also presented Model of Year photo for 2016 
to Charles Teixiera 

Model of the Month: 
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Model of Month-Walter Luke, E-flight 1.2m 
P47 

 

MODEL OF THE MONTH - JUNE 
by Mike Laible 

 

 

Walt Lueke with his E-Flite P-47 

 

WHAT’S UP AROUND THE CLUB 
by Mike Laible 

 
The club held a fun fly and cook out on July 
4th.  It was well attended and the weather was 
great.  Nice cool July day in Houston.  We 
had two great fun fly events, control line, and 
grilled hot dogs.  What form! 

 

Larry Dyer doing some control line flying.  
Since the meet we have another pilot getting 
a control line.  Soon we may have to 
designate a circle!! 
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Lineup of airplanes and cars.  July 4th saw a 
little bit of everything. 

We had two fun flie’s – alarm clack and bob 
and weave.  They were both fun and a lot of 
laughs were had in the bab and weave.  Can’t 
remember who won (it wasn’t me) but good 
times were had.  We then fired up some 
control line and B-24 action. 

The B-24 flew great and had a good bomb 
drop.  I was a little long on my landings.  That 
was odd because I usually aim to have 
wheels down in front of me.  I started thinking 
and I know I was hesitant to go for out to the 
left for a good approach.  In 58 flights I have 
had one receiver lock out with the B-24 – and 
guess where it was?  Funny how the mind 
plays tricks and you rewind these tapes.   

 

 

Now for the combat.  If you look close the 
picture below has all five planes.  What a hair 
ball.  I think a couple of ribbons were cut but 
more importantly no planes were lost. 

 

 

Combat always draws a crowd.   

Next up are some items that have been 
shared with me.  First is a coating for my 
electrics.  Blaine mentioned that I needed to 
coat it to keep my F-86 looking sharp.  I went 
and got the Polycrylic and this stuff went on 
great with a brush and I cannot see one 
brush mark.  I believe I need to do some 
experimenting with this.  It would be nice if it 
could hold up to gas. 
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Second one I am a little embarrassed to 
mention but what the heck.  I had my Corsair 
out for its final taxi test before first flight and 
the vibration was excessive.  I called around 
to some of the large warbird guys.  Larry 
Hultman said he never uses iso mounts and 
spends a lot of time balancing the prop.  I 
found this on you tube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXuNnY
QO2s4 

I was only doing half of the balancing.  I was 
forgetting to balance the hub.  Once I did this 
with tape I would make the permanent 
changes.  As you can note below, I was close 
with the blades but that is a lot of tape on the 
hub.  In the you tube John even mentions this 
is important for electrics also. 

 

Well, that’s all for now. 

 

DAZZLER 9 VERSION 2 
by Herman Burton 
 

I have been flying a Dazzler Fun Fly airplane 
for the better part of ten years, and find it to 
be my favorite airplane of all time. It is easy to 
fly, impossible to stall, and quite forgiving. At 
the club July 4th Fun Fly, I discovered a new 
way to crash and destroy a very lightweight 
airplane, slightly over powered. After the Fun 
Fly was complete, I was flying my Dazzler, 
and went up to perform a vertical stall turn. I 
pointed the nose straight up, climbed to about 
150’, reduced engine power to idle, and as 
the plane lost speed, I input full rudder at the 
top of the climb and the plane gently made a 
180 degree turn, then started down. I had 
only gone up about a 150 feet, and as the 
plane started getting closer to the ground, I 
input full up elevator to get the plane back to 
level flight. As the plane leveled out, less than 
20 feet high and with a cross wind into which 
the plane was heading, the plane had nearly 
zero forward speed.  I applied full power, and 
the torque of the little OS .46 AX engine 
caused the plane to go into a spiraling death 
roll. Splat! 

As usual, at least for me, the crash took place 
in a few short seconds, and I did not have 
time to correct for the sudden roll. The plane 
augered in and hit nose first, essentially 
destroying my Dazzler, number 9.  Because I 
have built so many of the same type of these 
little fun fly planes, I had affectionately called 
it #9. In reality, I do not know how many I 
have built and crashed, but they have all 
been fun, and I enjoy flying that type of plane 
for the sheer enjoyment of it. 

So, I ordered another kit, and started building 
another one. The first photo shows the simple 
stick frame of the stab and elevator. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXuNnYQO2s4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OXuNnYQO2s4
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As can be seen, the tail feathers are simple 
stick construction.  I use Monocote for 
covering. 

The wing is very “fat”.  That is, it has a large 
chord, and is essentially symmetrical.  The 
ribs were all diecut, so by gluing them into 
place above the full size plans, the wing went 
together quite fast. The next photo shows the 
completed wing, uncovered.  There is no 
dihedral, so the plane has no “self-correcting” 
characteristics.  It is a true “Point-and-Shoot” 
aircraft!  But, the fact that the wing is 
symmetrical and located in the middle of the 
fuselage, it can easily perform “Harrier” type 
landings, with only a slight headwind. 

The fuselage is a simple box, and the sides 
have a cutout to exactly allow the completed 
wing to slide through, after which it is 
centered, and CA glued into position. This 
time around, I decided to cover the wing and 
tail feathers before assembly, to speed up the 
construction process. 

 

The next photo shows the bare bones 
fuselage sitting on top of the covered wing, 
prior to slipping the wing into place. The fuel 
tank compartment can be seen at the top 
front of the fuselage, which will be covered 
with balsa and Monocote. I had a lot of partial 
rolls of Cub Yellow Monocote from the time I 
built a ¼-scale Piper Cub, and decided to use 
that for the primary color scheme.  Plus, it 
makes the plane quite easy to see 

 

And finally, the last photo shows the 
completed airplane, my Dazzler #9, version 2. 
(Please understand this is tongue-in-cheek 
for the name of the plane.) 

Without a doubt, this plane was the least 
expensive I have ever built. The kit was $55, 
one bottle of thin CA, one of medium CA, and 
all the remaining components were salvaged 
from the previous airplane, except for the 
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prop and spinner cone. So, for about $75, I 
am back in the Fun Fly airplane business. 
Some readers of this article might think I am 
understating the price of this plane, but I had 
already spent that money on D#9, and did not 
have to go out and buy new “stuff”. 

My $75 new Fun Fly plane, Dazzler #9 
version 2. 

Happy landings!  And don’t forget to allow for 
engine torque when you are close to the 
ground and unable to recover from “dumb 
thumbs” !! 
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Upcoming Events 

8/25-27 West Texas Warbirds, Abernathy 
9/13-16 Bomber field B-17 
9/29-30 Warbirds over LA, Sulphur 
10/13-14 Space City Fall Warbird, Katy 
10/14 Kingsbury Warbird 
10/27-28 Southeast Texas Warbird, Dayton 
 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 713-542-0987 (Cell) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Jerry Litjen 713-253-9887 (Cell) 
Treasurer:  

Brian Campopiano 832-524-9590 (H) 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 

Committees 
Membership: 

Herman Burton 281-474-7133(H) 
Safety Officer:  

Dave Bacque 281-486-1695(H) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor: 
Tom Altmeyer: 713 591 2859 
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  713-542-0987 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Dave Bacque: 832-216-2566 
Fitz Walker  817-797-9192 
 
Heli& Fixed: 
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
 

The R/C Flyer 
 
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 

subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 
the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 

WANTED 
 
Supported Special Interest Groups: 
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White, 
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159. 
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