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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 
 

We are in August, the dog days of summer.  
Seems like the time is just flying buy.  This 
month has been a crazy one with personal 
issues, FAA, and JSC Club documents. 

First, on a personal note middle July I drove 
for three days to Seattle, WA with my 
daughter.  My Texan baby moved to Seattle.  
So far everything is chugging right along. 

On the FAA front.  Brian is doing a great job 
corresponding with FAA and AMA.  At this 
point he is talking with the regional FAA 
officer and he has a few things to work out.  
Seems like we will get the authority but a 
small sticking point on an authorization of a 
call to the tower every time we fly.  Brian sent 
a letter giving FAA an indication that calling 
every time we fly would be cumbersome on 
the Ellington Tower. 

Finally, I am working with the Gilruth Center 
to get the JSC RCC as an official club.  I 
found out we really do not need to do this 
(rocket club opted out).  We can still operate 
without being a Gilruth club.  The only item 
we do not meet is the 50% JSC, JSC retired, 
or contractor members.  We are about 25% 
and it seems we may be getting a waiver for 

this and still be able to apply for a JSC club.  
The benefits are numerous, a meeting room 
once a month, free pavilion for swap meet 
and other outdoor meetings, and just JSC 
exposure.  More to come on this and Iôll keep 
everyone informed. 

On July 27th members of the club participated 
in the Lone Star Flight Museum indoor flying.  
More on this in the article below, however, I 
wanted to mention the wonderful gentleman, 
Bob Wehnert.  Bob was a top turret gunner in 
a B-24 and flew in the 15th Air Force, 450th 
Bomb Group.  What a character, drove his 
Corvette to the museum and volunteers every 
Saturday.  He is very interested in seeing the 
B-24 fly and gave me his info.  At a minimum 
he will be signing the wing. 

 

Well, thatôs all for now, Godspeed and safe 
landings, 

Mike L. 

The R/C Flyer 
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JUNE MEETING 
by Mike Laible 
 

This meeting had more business discussion 
than talking about airplanes. HEHHH, whatôs 
up with that?  Darn FAA making us actually 
have business discussions.   

On the FAA, since we are within 5 miles we 
need to get Ellington tower approval.  Brian is 
doing a good job coordinating with AMA and 
FAA.  Good news is that FAA is coordinating 
a letter with Ellington tower.  Brian asked for 
a change to the letter.  It seems they are 
asking for us to call the tower every time we 
fly, beginning and end.  We suggested a  
change to the wording to say we will call the 
tower outside our normal operating hours.  
Letôs see how they answer this. 

On another note, I am moving forward with all 
documentation to officially make us a JSC 
Girth Club.  We meet all the requirements 
except for the 50% NASA/contractor 
membership.  We are at about 30% and they 
have said they would work with us on this.  I 
will have more on this at the meeting.   

Now for the fun part.  Charlie Teixeira brought 
in his Hanger 9 Ultra Stick.   

 

Below are some models that Fitz Walker 
brought in for the membership pickings.  I 
donôt know the outcome of what homes they 

went to, but if they are still available and you 
see one you like give Fitz a call. 

 

 

 

 

MAY MINUTES 

Guest 

None 

Old Business: 

Charlie will get new flag up ï Joe Schmidt 
commended for his organization of U-control 
at Lone Star Flight Museum- he will also 
coordinate indoor demonstration on 7/27 

Discussion of AMA and FAA rules and Nasa 
Letter of agreement    
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New Business: 

Brian will purchase a new pedestal fan for 
flying site ordering new shirts will be 
discussed next meeting. 

Membership: 

No new members, 82 active 88 total 

Safety: 

Nothing to report  

Treasures report: 

Current balance $7968.74 

Announcement/General Discussion: 

Model of the Month Charlie Teixeira and his 
Hanger 9 Ultra Stick with his trusty Saito. 

MODEL OF MONTH 
by Mike Laible 

 

 

Charlie Teixeira and his Hanger 9 Ultra Stick. 

 

WHATS UP AROUND THE CLUB 
by Mike Laible 
 

As I always say, this section is for the club 
and any inputs you have please pass them 
on.   

First up is some pics Walt Lueke, mister 
airplane!!!  Walt stands proudly infront the 
IEAA Osh Gosh sign. 

 

First up is a plane that Walt put a challenge to 
the club.  Name the Plane!  What can it be?  I 
did some searches and found something 
close but not exact.  Anyway name the plane. 

 

 

I guess Walt is on the roll, What is this one!! 
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Finally an airplane I know by sight.  The 
Corsair, now what variant. 

 

Nice looking P-51.  I guess Walt is done 
testing us. 

 

My favorite, F-86 Sabre Jet.  Now why did 
they name it Sabre  

 

The Doc is in the house.  Wow, what a 
collection of aircraft.  This is on my bucket list 
and have the dates already saved for next 
year.  Iôll be there. 

Thatôs all for this month, 

God speed and safe landings, 

Mike Laible 

LONE STAR FLIGHT MUSUEM 
CONTROL LINE 

by Mike Laible 
 

On July 27th the Lone Star Flight Musuem 
(LSFM) invited the JSCRCC to come on out 
and fly indoor planes at one of the hangers.  
Challenging job considering that they public 
would be roaming around.  Joe and I talked 
and decided to get two of the Fokker DVIIôs 
from fly zone. 
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The above pic is Joe and I talking to Rachel 
Herman (LSFM event director), getting ready 
for another flight.  I am sure that I alone put 
15-20 flights on the Fokker DVII. 

Joe after another very successful flight!!!! 

 

Now there is a motely crew.  Hank, Camran, 
Charlie, Don, Mike, and Tom. 

 

Look at that concentration on the pilots 

 

Itôs a official indoor gaggle!!!! 

 

Russ and Dalton woeing the crowd with the 
star war drones.  They even cordinated the 
dress code. 

 

A view from the balcony. 
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James and his SPAD modeled after Eugene 
Bullard. 

 

Iôll leave this newsletter with how I started.  A 
picture of myself with Robert Wehnert.  After 
looking him up it seems he flew from early 
1945 to the middle of 45 with about 20 
missions.   

To wrap it up Joe had this to say about the 
event: 

ñI am excited about how things went for us 
Saturday at Lone Star, thanks to all that 
participated. Seeing the faces of young and old, 
priceless. I hope they will want us to do more of 
these events such as the line control and this 
indoor exhibition.  These events could help inspire 
a future in aeronautics.ò 

God Speed and safe landings, 

Mike 

 


