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In The Pits
By Michael Laible, President

The last couple of weeks have been busy ones. 
To top it off, we had to worry about Gustov. So 
I’ll waiste little time and get to it.

For the last couple of months I have been men-
tioning getting youth involved in our hobby. In 

the last month I witnessed two instances of 
youth involvement. One was during a flying 
session and the other at the last meeting. 
The first photo is a pic of a long standing 
member, Don White, with his grandson. 
This was a very special day for the little 
guy ( not to mention me). For one Don’s 
grandson flew the wings off his plane and 

afterwards got to witness the maiden flight of 
Herman Burtons’ large scale Top Flite P-47.  

The other photo is of a perspective new  
member flying his electric helicopter. From 
conversations with his Dad, Carlos Enriquez, 
he was very excited coming and showing his 
helicopter. I saw a few members talking with 
him and his father, so hopefully someone will 
follow up with him. I have missed his father 
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like for one – not running. 
To continue my with the Hellcat, I wanted to show 
how I scaled the clothed covered tail feathers. I 
started with a 3/32” chart tape, placing on ever 
rib. Once this was placed I covered this with 
a 5/32 cut of cloth. The results are spectacu-
lar and look like the real thing. The following  

sequence of pictures il-
lustrates the method.

1-Cut the chart tape to 
proper length and place 
on surface rib.

2-All cloth strips are cut 
and ready for placement 
over chart tape

several times at work but will be following up 
with him prior to the next meeting. 

The construction of 
the Hellcat is coming 
along. As of this writ-
ing the bird has been 
painted and final as-
sembly has started. 
The last couple of 
models I was trying 
to be environmentally 
safe by using a water 
based paint. Well, af-
ter several tries I nev-
er was quit satisfied, so I tried something new. 
This new paint is a two part epoxy paint called 
KlassKote.

The following picture shows the completed paint-
ed project. The paint goes on very smooth, does 
not run, and sticks like glue (still can’t get the 
paint off my hand or other objects in my garage). 
When dried, the fuselage had a great gloss and 
looked great. I did wear a mask and it was plum 
full of small blue particles. I am very pleased 
with KlassKote and will be using it again. It did 
flow a little different than the water based paint, 

3-Iron on the rib 
stich covering

4-Presto - 
Finished product

Before I go, one last item. This coming meeting 
we need to accept nominations for the board 
of officers. It seems I got so busy I forgot to 
ask form a nomination committee. I guess we 
will have to wing it. I’ll make some calls to the 
existing officers or if you have an interest, just 
give me a call. 

Well, that’s it for this month
So, see ya at the next meeting and of course - 
See ya at the field,

Mike



In Flight
By: Charlies Teixeira

David Bacque’s Epsilon Herman’ Bruton’s P-38  

Herman’ Bruton’s P-38  Boyce Sterling’s 4 Star



and waste the remainder, I ran if alongside the 
fuselage.  The first photo shows the tail feath-
ers, in their completed state, lighted up.

The SUPERBRIGHTLEDS come prewired on a 
flexible strip, and can be bent around a gentle 
corner.  They are available either “regular” or 

waterproof.  Since I was sure I would have to 
clean the exhaust residue from the plane with a 
soapy cleanser, the decision was made to use 
the water proof variety.  The back of the flexible 
LED strip is a 3M adhesive, but to make sure 
the lights did not come loose, I glued them 

NIGHT FLYER, PART II
By Herman Burton
 
In last month’s newsletter, I wrote an article 
about a new night flyer I was building.  In that 
article, I described the 40-size Sig 4-Star air-
craft I was using, RAM’s flashing navigation 
light system plus their bright 
white landing lights (servo 
activated).  I also men-
tioned using some red and 
green 3-light LED clusters 
from our friendly Electronics 
Parts Outlet (EPO) store in 
the Clear Lake area to help 
me stay oriented with the 
aircraft at a distance.
 However, I also stated I 
thought it was desirable to 
have some lights on the tail 
feathers for further orienta-
tion in the dark sky.  To that 
end, I found SUPERBRIGH-
TLEDS on the internet, and 
bought two strands of 30 
LEDs in white.  I attached 
one strand to the top of the 
fuselage, terminating at the 
top of the fin.  The other 
strand I attached to the un-
derside of the fuselage, cen-
tered on the plane from the 
rudder forward to the wing.
 
I thought a string of blue lights would be help-
ful, attached to the leading edge of the hor-
izontal stab.  I bought two strands of bright 
blue, again in the 30 count light string, for this 
endeavor.  I only used about half of the strand 
for each leading edge, and rather than cut off 

lightly with medium CA glue.  Finally, I also cov-
ered them with the transparent covering.
 
The strips of LEDs are exactly 8 mm wide, 
slightly wider than the horizontal stab, which  
is ¼” thick. ( Eight millimeters is very nearly 
3/8”.)  I decided, upon consultation with an 

aeronautical engineer, to 
increase the thickness of 
the stab to the same thick-
ness as the light strip to 
minimize the turbulence 
flowing across the stab, 
thereby making the plane 
easier to fly.  With the 
additional weight of the 
LEDs on the tail feathers, 
I drilled large holes in the 
solid balsa stab and fin, to 
get rid of as much weight 
as possible, before I glued 
new 1/16” sheeting to the 
original solid stab and fin.  
The next photo shows the 
fin and stab after removing 
much of the original mate-
rial, and prior to sheeting 
with 1/16” balsa.

Next, I bought very small 
on-off switches and mount-
ed those to the exterior of 
the fuselage. Since I did 
not know how much power 

the LED lights would consume, and since I did 
not want to have to change 9 volt batteries 
very often, I decided to energize each set of 
lights with its own battery.  Plus, with the ad-
ditional weight of the four strands of lights on 
the tail feathers, I was sure I would need extra 



weight in the nose, which was the anticipated location for all the batter-
ies.   So, one battery/switch combination was installed for the blue 
horizontal stabilizer lights, one for the top and bottom white 
longitudinal fuselage lights, one for the wing red/green lights, 
one for the flashing navigation lights, and one for the white land-
ing lights.
 
After the decisions for the light systems were finalized, and all 
components purchased, the building of the plane from the kit 
started.  The airplane parts went together easily, and the light sys-
tems were incorporated into the construction phase. After comple-
tion, the compartment under the fuel tank was the perfect place to 
install all five 9 volt batteries.  An additional bonus for this battery 
location was assisting in moving the CG forward. Only 5 ounces of 
lead was required in the nose for the final balancing.
 
The plane is powered by an OS .46 AX glo engine, which should be 
adequate for the 7 pound airplane.  I installed an 8 0z. fuel tank, 
DuBro on/off switch with integral charging jack, and painted the 
entire airplane white before covering it with transparent Light 
Ultracoat.  White was selected to help reflect the wing lights in 
between the rib bays, and a transparent covering was selected 
for the highest visibility while flying.  The transparent cover-
ing is very difficult to manage, much like installing ultra thin 
cellophane!  I liken it to putting on “invisible” covering.  You 
can’t see it, you don’t know where it is, and more than once 
I tried to put the backing material on, and threw away the 
covering itself!
 
The last photo shows the completed airplane.  I brought 
the nearly finished plane to the August club meeting for 
“Show and Tell”.  As can be seen from the photo, I have 
painted the cockpit, rudder,  and wing tips black to as-
sist with day time flying.  By the time of the next club 
meeting, I hope to have flown at night, and will report my 
success (or lack thereof!). Happy flying at night!



Model of the Month

Brain Campiano
Hanger 9 Spitfire. Power plant is an 
OS 91 4-stroke with a 15x4 wide 
blade. It has about 12 flights and 
weighs 8.5 lbs.

David Bacque
Epsilon 90. It has a 63” wingspan and 
weighs 7.5 lbs.  It is also poweredby an 
OS 91 4-stroke. The servos are coreless 
hi-torque.

Bill Schwander
John Valentine Top Notch Aero 
Commander Rockwell Shrike. The 
plane is an all electric with counter 
rotating engines. 



Meeting Pictures
Photos by Taswall Crowson



July Meeting Minutes
By Mike Laible

New Business:
Charlie Teixeira and Herman Burton agreed to trim and spray weed killer on
the field by end of August.

Entertainment:
Carlos Enriquez son was a visitor and flew his electric helicopter.
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