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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 

 
Here we are in October already.  As I write 
this the air is cooler and it seems like fall is 
here.  Only problem is the time change will 
make it tough for some to fly after work.  But 
the weekends will be cooler!!! 
 
It seems I have had three fly ins in four 
weeks.  This has precluded me from making it 
to the field.  I hope everything is fine and 
things are running smoothly.  I am on the JSC 
group so I keep tabs on all you guys. 
Anyway, besides missing everyone, I have 
had a blast at the flyins.  I will cover more of 
this in “Whats up around the club”.   
 
For club business I think main items covered 
last month was elections (status qoue 
nominated and will serve another year) and 
the handbook.  Several great inputs were 
gathered and we should have them put 
together for either Oct or Nov. meeting.  The 
by-laws do state that any changes need to be 
published in the newsletter the month prior to 
any action taken.  So everyone gets a chance 
to review the document. 
 
Well, I finally got the nerve up to look over the 
B-25 crash damage.  The first pic is of the 

main battery.  As you can see it is waisted, 
now is it pre or post damage.  I believe pre. 

 
 
Now this pic is of the back up battery and 
Jomar Battery backer.  I marked the back up 
battery so I know this is the back up.  
Everything checked fine, 5.3 V under load 
after three weeks after the crash,  The 
receiver also checked fine.   

 
 
For some time I noticed that the batteries on 
the B-25 would be 4 V if I didn’t fly it for a 
month.  This is strange, drainage.  For 
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comparison, the B-24 can be sitting for 
several months and the batteries will be just 
like Herman and I left them.  This is the 
Electrodynamics battery backer, which they 
claim is a simple diod. 
 
Anyway, DON’T USE JOMAR PRODUCTS.  I 
guess that’s all I can do.  I am getting back in 
the saddle and will have another Ziroli B-25 in 
the near future. 
 
Well that’s all for this column and see ya next 
month. 
 
Safe Landings and Godspeed, 
 
Mike L. 

 

AUGUST MEETING 
by Mike Laible 

 
Once again, I will repeat myself, but see what 
you guys are missing.  The meetings are a 
place to socialize and talk RC. 
 
So with that little commentary out of the way 
let’s see what happen in September. 
 

 
 
First up is smiling Joe Schmidt.  Joe was 
demonstrating his new flying saucer.  
Something is happening at JSC, two flying 
saucers within two years.  Watch out, next 

meeting someone is going to show up with an 
aluminum antenna hat. 
 
Really, Joe was just showing off his new old 
Cox flying saucer.  Actually I do believe his 
son picked it up off of E-bay.  It has flown and 
Joe makes the comment “It’s kinda really 
cool, just spins and climbs”.  Below is the 
Flying saucer in its original package.  Thanks 
a bunch for sharing this with us. 

 
 
Next up was JSC RCC Vice President Jerry 
Litjen.  Jerry was showing his Phantom F4 
done in his Nebraska National Guard colors. 

 
 
It was really nice to hear about his 
adventures as a F4 pilot.  It was a special 
treat for Jerry to share the stories with us.  
Thanks Jerry, 
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Another pic of the F4.  It’s amazing but I grew 
up right off the flight line of McDonnell 
Douglas and remember seeing the F4’s flying 
all the time. You couldn’t miss the distinctive 
sound. 
 

 
Next up is Charlie and his Top Flite Spitfire.  I 
really don’t know what Charlie was saying or 
thinking, but had to show this pic. 
 
I guess he was deciding what to say next or 
what did he forget.  She how much fun these 
meetings are. 

 
Another pic of the spitfire.  I really like the 
chalks.  It is a fine looking model.  Wow, the 
Christmas party Model of the Year contest is 
going to be a dandy and we still have 2 
months left. 
 

 
Cecil and Fitz trying to figure out where to 
add the glo fuel, “Cecil, it’s gotta be around 
here somewhere”.  Nah, actually they are 
hooking up the battery for Cecil’s new brakes.  
Very simple and effective.  I can’t remember 
who made them but if you have interest just 
give Cecil a buzz.  They are activate with 
magnets dragging on a disc plate.  Simple. 
 
MINUTES 
 
Guest 
No guest 
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New business: 
Elections -  motion to accept current officers . 
1 acceptation is that VP Jerry Litjen will be 
the co treasurer if needed 
 
Fun Fly    James Lemon was Elected Fun Fly 
CD by all members present. Kent has agreed 
to cook hot dogs etc. for fun fly. 
 
Mike advised that we will inform AMA of our 
permanent PO Box address.  
 
Discussion of AMA’s new format for renewals.  
This will conflict with our renewal process.  
Renewal date is being switched to month of 
sign up rather than the current Dec renewal. 
 
Swap meet  - Jerry will work on getting a date 
from AMA and NASA 
 
Old Business: 
Discussion of parking due to new building 
being started by JSC and renewed usage of 
flying site by Morpheus 
 
Membership: 
Herman will take care of reservations for our 
meeting room with Park authorities 
 
Herman also reported 1 new member  
 
Safety: 
No report 
 
Treasures report: 
No report 
 
Announcement: 
None 
 
Model of the month: 
Charlie Teixeira and his Top Flite Spitfire 
 
Other models: 
Jerry had a nice F-4 model that resembled 
the one he flew in the National Guard in 

Nebraska. Also a very interesting discussion 
of the F-4 from a pilots view.  
 

AUGUST MOM 
 

 
 

Charlie Teixeira 
 

WHATS UP AROUND THE CLUB 
 
by Mike Laible 

 
I didn’t spend much time at the flying field this 
month and I did not receive any photos of 
field activities from other members (Hint Hint).  
So you are stuck with my pics of two events I 
attended. 
 
The first is Bomber Field.  I arrived at the field 
about 7 am Friday and started setting up.  I 
unpacked the B-24, P-47 and SPAD.  The 
first pic shows camp JSC and the two large 
birds 
 
I always like Friday flying days, its more 
relaxed and a lot of fun.  On Friday I met up 
with Brain Campiano and Jerry Litjen.  We 
had a great time and it was a beautiful day. 
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A look down the tents.  This year was well 
attended and Saturday was a busy day 
 

 
The above P-47 belongs to a gentleman from 
Mexico.  For several years now this same 
group makes the trip up and flys like crazy for 
three days.  Boy, do they have some toys.  
This is one big P-47.  He dead sticked it on 
Friday (lost a $1000 prop) and also messed 
up the firewall.  He figured out why it died and 
proceeded to fix it Friday night for Saturday 
flying.  It was fun helping him until wee hours 
in the night. 
 

 
Now for Saturday. What a day, gentle winds 
and a full flight line.  Herman Burton and his 
son Kirby made the trip.  In addition Camp 
JSC was full to the brim with the Sterlings, 
Dave Bacque and the Burtons.  In addition 
JSC Club Member Alan Hoes did a great job 
on the flight line. 
 
The pic above is the waiting line for five large 
bombers (one not shown).  Yep, got them all 
started and in the air.  Several videos of the 
flight are on line, just search 2015 bomber 
field. 
 

 
This B-17 is Gary Smiths plane znd is 
powered by four Saito two cylinder four 
strokes.  It sounds great. 
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Now for the money picture.  Another great 
bomb drop performed by Kirby Burton.  That 
is a nice shot.  The 4 OS 110’s were a great 
choice by Herman and look, sound, and 
smoke like the real thing. 
 

 
An after flight picture with the bombers, pilots, 
and BB Weber’s daughter.  Fantastic picture. 
 

 
Mike and Herman collecting the “Best 
Bomber” award.  You know, after seeing the 
pic of the bomb drop, it does show well in the 
air.  Herman, thanks for initiating a project 
that is once in a life time. 
 

A good article on the bomber field event can 
be viewed at 
http://www.rcuniverse.com/magazine/article_
display.cfm?article_id=1654 
 
That was bomber field event.  I get home in 
time to rest up and head out to Warbirds over 
Texas four days later.  This time I decided to 
just take the B-24 and P-47. 
 

 
Saturday morning pilots meeting.  A nice cool 
morning and everyone paying attention. 
 

 
 
A group pic of all the pilots.  It was a nice 
crowd and I had a great time with Jimmy 
Cowman, Lyle Vasser and Steve Forrest.  We 
joked and shared stories for two days. 

http://www.rcuniverse.com/magazine/article_display.cfm?article_id=1654
http://www.rcuniverse.com/magazine/article_display.cfm?article_id=1654
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A bunch of twin tails.  JSC B-24, Forrest B-
24, and Vasser B-25.  Not bad for a bunch of 
twin tails. 
 

 
It was a nice Texas sunset Friday night.  
Caught Lyle flying his B-25 at twilight.  Nice 
pic with the moon 
 

 
This is a look of the planes lining up for public 
viewing. 

 
 
As I have mentioned before, one of the nice 
things about travelling to these fly ins are the 
out of the way places you get to visit.  This 
pic is the entrance to the North Dallas RC.  
What a nice looking field and trees. 
 
Till next month, fly safe. 
 
Mike 
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Upcoming Events 

 
 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 713-542-0987 (Cell) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Jerry Litjen 713-253-9887 (Cell) 
Treasurer:  

Dave Hoffman 281-479-1945(W) 
 832-689-620(Cell) 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 
Membership Committee 

Herman Burton 281-474-7133(H) 
Safety Officer:  

Dave Bacque 281-486-1695(H) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor: 
Dave Hoffman: 832-689-6201 (Cell)  
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  713-542-0987 (Cell) 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Herman Burton: 281-474-7133 
Dave Bacque: 832-216-2566 
Tom Altmyer  713 591 2859 
 
Heli& Fixed: 
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
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Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 
subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 

the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 
Wanted, Ziroli B-25.  Call Mike Laible 713-
542-0987 
 
Supported Special Interest Groups: 
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White, 
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159. 
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