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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 
 

Where do I begin for this month’s newsletter?  
So many things have happened in a short 
month.  Harvey impacted a lot of family’s in 
the area and I know a few members have 
been impacteded.  A lot of other people in the 
area are also effected.  From what I have 
seen it will be sometime before we are back 
to normal.   

Bomber field held a meeting and decided to 
still hold the Bomber Field B17 gathering.  I 
have another article on the event but I wanted 
to share something up front. 

 

In 2012, the first year the B-24 flew at 
Bomber Field, Herman and I met Major Glenn 
Martin.   

Then in 2014 I met up with him again.  This 
time I asked him to sign the switch hatch.  
That was Flight 24.  Well, in 2017 he showed 
up again.  This time I got a nice picture with 
him and he was honored that his name was 
still on the plane.  He was delighted that his 
name flew 40 flights. 

He was so excited he had his daughter send 
me this pic below.  I feel so honored to met 
him.  The daughter said he couldn’t stop 
talking about it. 

 

To you Major Martin, thank you for your 
service. 

Till next time, Godspeed and safe landings, 

Mike L. 

 

The R/C Flyer 
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SEPTEMBER MEETING 
by Kent Stromberg 
 

SEPTEMBER MINUTES 

Minutes of 9-14-2017 

Guest and Attendance 

No guest, 18 in attendance 

New business: 

Brian discussed dues increase but no action 
taken 

Discussing about people that would like to fly 
after 4:00 during the Week (I wasn’t at the 
meeting but I always wanted to get standard 
days, like warbird Tuesday, sport Thursday, 
wt.) 

Brian advised he is drafting a letter to send to 
Ellington, Houston, two hospitals and NASA 
so club is in compliance with FAA  

Brian discussed the meetings he has at 
Texas City called the pterodactyl meeting.  It 
is free and he has guest speakers. This is 
held on the 2nd Wed of each month.  

Old Business: 

No old business covered 

Membership: 

Membership-Herman reported 87 members, 
one new from last month 

Safety: 

Dave said there are still issues with some 
folks taxiing behind the flight box. 

Dave also announced he will step down as 
Safety officer. 

Treasures report: 

Treasurer-Brian reported a closing balance 
$5557.73 

Announcement/Show and Tell: 

No models. 

Model of the Month: 

No Model of Month 

 

MODEL OF THE MONTH - JUNE 
by Mike Laible 

 
No model of the month. 

 

 

BOMBER FIELD 2017 
by Mike Laible 

 
I missed the last meeting because I took off 
for Bomber Field fly in Thursday afternoon.  
Although I hated missing the meeting, I am 
glad I went early.   

So this article is all about the 2017 Bomber 
event. 

The first pic is my Grand Caravan filled to the 
gills.  If you look close you can see the B-24, 
SPAD, and Corsair.  A lot of planes in that old 
van. 

 

Below is Thursday afternoon and all set up.  
Just hung the JSC banner.  Thursday 
afternoon was special because I maiden the 
Corsair.  It was an uneventful take-off and 
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flight – Buttt, gear collapsed on landing, and 
yes I stuck it so it just gently settled down and 
just damaged a gear door. 

It seems I had a leak in one of the retracts in 
the up position.  Yes, checked the retracts in 
down and held air all night.  Never dawned on 
me to do a check in both positions.  Learn 
something new everyday in this hobby.  Fixed 
her up and ready to go. 

 

Had to throw this one in.  On the way to the 
field Friday morning.  Wonderful sunrise. 

 

A little quiet time before the thunder starts. 

 

The Friday noontime walk of planes.  This 
doesn’t do justice for the amount of planes. 

 

A gaggle of P-51s doing some flying.  This pic 
is of all the pilots.  A lot of planes.  This is a 
picture of nine pilots but Herman and I 
counted 15 planes.  No collisions! 
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Greg Knowell with is wonderful F8F. Moki 5 
cyclinder 

 

P-47, Moki 5 cylinder. 

 

Corsair, Moki 5 cylinder. 

 

Yep. You guessed it.  All three flying at the 
same time.  This happened Friday around 5 
PM and it was a wonderful sight to 
experience.  Sounded like real warbirds.  
They had several passes with all three and it 
sounded real.  One maneuver I really enjoyed 
is they all got into a circle pattern evenly 
spaced and flew several rounds.  It was like 
Vroom, Vroom, Vroom, etc.  Really nice. 

Speaking of sounding real, a F-15 twin.   

 

Paul Curys gaggle. 

 

Ok, had to add this one (next page).  I guess I 
could say all my landings are great but 
instead I will say thank God for the beefed up 
landing gear rail. 

This was the last flight on Friday and I guees 
I lost a little concentration.  Used aileron 
when I should have used rudder.  Oh well.  
She seemed to make it all right.  However, I 
did redeem myself with two great flights on 
Saturday and bombardier Burton had two 
picture perfect bomb drops. 
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Randy Larson and his F-82.  It is a great flyer 
and it screamed.  It is scale except for the 
fuselage needs a few inches added. 

 

Team Mexico showed up with a Yak-130 
trainer.  Had to be the loudest Jet I have 
witnessed.  He flew it with authority.  Nice jet. 

 

It seems Team Mexico had a rough time 
getting across the border.  Needed extra 
paperwork for so much merchandise when 

crossing the border.  It was a laugh, they 
were joking the wall was to tall – had to use 
their ladders, etc.  Geraldo said he wanted to 
hear “Brick in the Wall”.  It was all in good 
fun. 

 

Well, scratch my belly. 

 

The SPAD sure is getting fun to fly.  I now 
have over 60 flights on her and she is better 
than ever.  Really starting to look like a WWI 
aircraft. 
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The bomb drop.  This has to be my favorite.  
All the bombs falling perfectly.  As the saying 
goes, “We flew for Uncle Sam up to this point, 
now we fly for our lives”, heading home. 

 

Had to add this one, look close, a “Warbird 
over JSC” sticker.  How cool! 

 

Ok, last pic.  The SPAD showing some bling.  
Once again first place multi engine (I believe 
four years in a row) and third place WWI.  
Next year could be rough because a Connie 
and another B-24 was showing static and will 
be flying soon. 

Final thoughts for Bomber 2017.  Friday 
evening after my flights Herman and I just sat 
under the canopy with our adult beverages 
and just had a good time laughing and 
enjoying the outdoors.  We were bantering 
back and forth about my steller one wheel 
landing and just about life.  I had several 
good laughs.  To top it off a good dinner with 
Herman and Bret Bowling.   

On Saturday I saw several JSC Members.  
Sometimes I get into the zone and miss 
people, however, it was great to see several 
JSC members enjoying the day. 

Well, that’s all folks, 

So, till next time, Godspeed and safe 
landings. 

Mike 

 



 
The R/C Flyer - Page 7 

Upcoming Events 

10/13-14 Space City Fall Warbird, Katy 
10/14 Kingsbury Warbird 
10/27-28 Southeast Texas Warbird, Dayton 
 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 713-542-0987 (Cell) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Jerry Litjen 713-253-9887 (Cell) 
Treasurer:  

Brian Campopiano 832-524-9590 (H) 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 

Committees 
Membership: 

Herman Burton 281-474-7133(H) 
Safety Officer:  

Dave Bacque 281-486-1695(H) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor: 
Tom Altmeyer: 713 591 2859 
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  713-542-0987 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Dave Bacque: 832-216-2566 
Fitz Walker  817-797-9192 
 
Heli& Fixed: 
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
 

The R/C Flyer 
 
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 
subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 

the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 

WANTED 
 
Supported Special Interest Groups: 
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White, 
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159. 
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