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In The Pits
By Michael Laible, President

The elections are here and gone. The new slate 
of officers (well, actually one new one) are 
myself (Pres.), Phil Elting (VP), Dave Hoffman 
(Treas.), and the new board member – Kent 
Stromberg (Sec.). The board met on Thurs-
day October 22nd to handle several business 

the database via web, thus allowing any mem-
ber to contact any board member for informa-
tion. We have agreed and will be working on 
implementing a pdf web access of member’s 
names and contact information. We are going 
to have this password protected. 

This new direction will take time and may hit 
some snags, but the changes will off load  
Dave Hoffman of some tasks and will make 
membership information more available to  
the members.

On other news, several weekends ago I was fly-
ing my P-51, having a great time. I was coming 
left to right and at the time I was making my 
turn I noticed a hawk. I guess my startled the 
hawk and it looked like it went after my plane. 

items. The meeting went well and several ac-
tions were agreed upon. 

One will be the implementation of the  
membership committee. This resulted in 
having all duties related to membership 
to be handled through this committee. 
The board also agreed that starting this 

year the club will not collect dues for AMA. It 
is felt that with the web and renewal notices 
from AMA, members should personally renew 
with AMA. Dues for JSCRCC will be handled as 
usual through the membership committee.

Second, the club is working actively for a web 
based database. This database will only be 
as accurate as the information on the applica-
tions. All board members will have access to 
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I was startled but did not notice anything except seeing the hawk out of 
the corner of my eyes. After the day was over and I cleaned up the plane, 
I noticed a large gash in the under side of the wing, all the way through 
the balsa. I believe the hawk attacked the plane with its talons. WOW – 
my first encounter with a raptor.

Well, I hope everyone is having fun. The flying has been great until the 
latest monsoons arrived. Let’s have some fun and don’t forget about the 
fun fly on November 7th and the Swap meet on November 12th.

Until next month - - -

See ya at the field.

Mike

Pictures at the Houston Airshow Part 1
By Randy Collier
 



B24 PROJECT
By Herman Burton

The giant 146” wingspan B-24 is progressing nicely. The first wing half 
has been pulled off the building board, and the top of the wing has 
been sheeted. At slightly more than 6 feet long, it is easy to see from 
the following photograph that half of the wing is longer than the builder 
is tall!
 
The wing sheeted nicely, but not before a lot of sanding to get all the 
ribs perfectly flat from the root to the wing tip. But, with 24 ribs, and 
each hand cut from the plans (NOTE: a kit cutter furnished all the parts 
for the airplane from the Don Smith plans) it was not surprising that 
sanding was required. In addition to sanding high spots, some of the 
ribs were slightly too low, and balsa was added to the low ribs to get 
the ribs in alignment. Eventually, with much elbow grease, a smooth 
surface resulted. 

The photo also shows a few holes in the sheeting close to the root 
end. These have been left out for now to allow for clamping the dihe-
dral brace to the main top and bottom spars when the two wing halves 
are joined. The dihedral brace is 5-ply aircraft grade plywood, which will 
be glued in place with epoxy to join the two wing halves.

From the photo above the aileron can be seen, and it is not sheeted. 
The plans call for it to be sheeted, and all the ribs were cut with that 
objective. However, the actual airplane had cloth-covered ailerons, as 
well as cloth covered rudders. So, the ailerons were re-built to more 
closely resemble the actual airplane.

The next photo shows a cross section of the aileron, with each  
piece outlined in black ink. A ruler is shown in the photo, so give 
an indication of the actual size of the pieces used to construct  
the aileron. As can be seen from the photo, there are nine  
pieces of wood for each rib, and there are a total of 19 ribs.  
The outboard pieces of each rib of 1/16” balsa are deliberately  
set slightly  higher than the leading edge of the aileron so  
that the finished aileron will show these “high” points. After the  
aileron is covered with fabric, I will take a photo to show the  
finished control surface.



The next phase of construc-
tion will be to add the engine  
nacelles to this wing. I am 
looking forward to this,  
as I will get the opportu-
nity to plank the nacelles. 
I have never planked  
before, so I can use this as a  
learning experience.

Michael Laible
The body is also progressing nicely. The pic below shows that the  
body Styrofoam spacer have been cut and put in place. Once  
this was completed the boy was flipped and the other half construction 
was started.

This pic is a lcode up of the nose, lots 
of romm for the battery shelf. I pre in-
stalled so hooks for rubber bands or 
zip ties. This area should be access-
able from the front turret.

Finnally something that resemble a 
B-24. The tail has been temporally 
placed and everything is lining up nice-
ly. The other side of the body is about 
half sheeted. This allows me access 
to install all the brains of the plane. 
Its nice when a project starts to take 
shape. Now, after all the woodwork I 
would say it is about 25% done.



July Meeting Pictures
Photos by Taswall Crowson



Club Officers
 

President 
Mike Laible 
281-474-1255 H
281-226-4192 W

Vice-President 
Phil Elting 
281-333-1125 H

Treasurer 
Dave Hoffman 
281-479-1945 H 
832-689-6201 C

Secretary 
Kent Stromberg 
281-480-0095 H
832-724-3762 W

Instructors
Chief Instructor: 
Dave Hoffman
281-479-1945 H 
832-689-6201 C

Fixed: 

Mike Laible 
281-474-1255 H
281-226-4192 W

James Lemon
832-385-4779 

Clay Bare
281-488-2992

Herman Burton
281-474-7133

Heli & Fixed:

Mike Goza
281-554-4016 H
281-483-4695 W

Steve Rhodes
409-948-2881

The R/C Flyer
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to the Editor, Randy Collier at 12323 Ramla Place Trail, Houston TX 77089 in  
hard copy or via e-mail (preferred) to randy_collier@sbcglobal.net Please have your submission in two week prior to the  
next meeting.

To get the newsletter via e-mail go to http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the “Subscribe to Newsletter”. Once you have  
subscribed you will automatically receive the newsletter each month. If you have any questions concerning the web site,  
e-mail Randy Collier at webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

Club Homepage: http://www.jscrcc.com

October Meeting Minutes
By Michael Laible, President

New Business:
Meeting was called to order by President Mike Liable

Two guest were recognized  Jimmy Thomas and Chuck Condau

It was moved and seconded that the slate of officers be accepted by affirmative acclimation.

Treasures report -  no activity this month   balance  $5713.00

Discussion by Mike Liable regarding sealing the airstrip at flying site at JSC

Model of the month photos need to be given to Danny Williams and Lindsey Bodak

Discussion of Swap meet Thursday Nov 12  will no longer collect $1.00 entrance fee. Dave Huffman will 
contact park building management and see if we can get a Saturday for the next Swap meet as Thursday 
nights are difficult for some folks.

Mike Laible appointed Dave Huffman as Chief Flight instructor, Herman Burton as Membership Chairman, 
and Dave Bacque as Flight Safety officer

Executive Board will meet at Dave Huffman’s office in Deer Park Oct 22nd at 7:00

Christmas Party Discussion  Herman had looked into supply main course from Tony’s. Members will bring 
Finger food or Desserts as usual to serve about 4 people

Discussion of Fun Fly on Nov 7th. Mike will talk to James Lemons about managing event. Mike will coordi-
nate by email.

Show and Tell Dave Huffman brought a 1963 transmitter B&D
Send letter to NASA for permission to seal runway at clubs expense 

MOM - None for October


