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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 
 

Have you heard the latest news?  Yah, you 
know, World Series Champions.  If you like 
baseball at all, this was one the of the best 
playoffs I have witnessed.  Every time I saw a 
playoff game I mentioned, “It can’t get better 
than this”.  Then I saw Game 5 of World 
Series.  It got better.  I was high up but 
straight over home plate.  What a game.  
Congratulations to our Houston Astros. 

 

Ok, now onto some club business.  The 
Christmas Party is right around the corner.  I 
am thinking that we should do a carbon copy 
of last year.  We will have Mario’s Italian fest 
and everyone bring a desert or finger food.  It 
seems like everyone enjoyed the ornament 

exchange, so I figured we should continue 
this.  Maybe ornament or decoration of similar 
size and cost under $20.  This would be 
voluntary participation.  Let’s talk this at the 
meeting. 

The current officers have been nominated for 
the 2018 year.  They were no objections or 
other nominations, so it looks like you are 
stuck with us for another year.  However, we 
are in need of a new Safety Chairperson and 
a temporary Membership Chairperson while 
Herman is taking a leave.  If you are 
interested, please give me a call.  I would like 
to thank Dave Bacque and Herman Burton for 
the numerous years of service. 

Right around the corner are the two major 
events that the club has, 1 – The Iron Mike 
Swap (March 24) meet and Warbirds over 
JSC (April 28).  Jerry Litjen will be point of 
contact for the swap shop and Mike Laible for 
WOJSC.  We can talk more at the meeting 
but the we will need volunteers for both 
events.  For the WOJSC we will also need to 
get the field spruced up and make sure we 
have pumps in working order. 

Some other items that were agreed upon was 
a due increase to $40 and discussed having 
a monthly clean up duty.  

See you Thursday. 

Till next time, Godspeed and safe landings, 

Mike L. 
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OCTOBER MEETING 
by Kent Stromberg 
 

The October meeting had several models for 
show and tell and model of the month.  It was 
a tough one, we had two scratch builds and 
they ran neck and neck to the finished voting. 

First let’s look at Walt Lueke’s new addition.  
He brought in an Eflite Pitts. 

 

Walt giving us a demonstration of the 
stabilization system.  He is also sporting his 
Osh-Kosh 2017 hat.  I imagine he has a 
whole closet full of those hats.  Back to the 
Pitts, it’s a compact small flying plane.  I have 
seen a few of these at the fly-ins and the 
pilots seem to have a blast with them.  
Something different after flying the large ones 
all day. 

 

Next up is Fitz’s Cub NE1.  It is a true scale 
NAVY version.  I can’t remember what kit this 
is, but it is powered by a rimfire 25.  The 
plane is covered in the light blue and the 
darker is painted.  The markings are from 
Caligraphics.  It’s a nice-looking model and 
can’t wait to see Fitz flying it at the all scale 
events. 

 

 

 

Next up is Mike Laible’s (me) Top Flite giant 
scale Corsair.  This is the kit version.  My Dad 
framed it up and I fiber glassed and finished 
it. 
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The plane is painted with Klass Kote, 
powered by a G62.  I had to add at least 1 lb 
3 oz of lead in the nose.  I removed as much 
weight in the tail as I could.  Reviewing the 
internet, I found that this kit is very tail heavy, 
and the standard nose weight is between 2-3 
lbs.  So I felt good by only adding 1 lb. 

 

 

SEPTEMBER MINUTES 

Minutes of 10-12-2017 

Guest and Attendance 

No guest, 24 in attendance 

New business: 

Discussion of clean up at field site. Mike 
suggested putting one member each month 
in charge of clean up.  This person would 
oversee and make sure it gets done. Would 
also be responsible to make sure electric is 
working, check canopy bungees and tie 
downs, and advise when hazards appear i.e. 
weeds needing a trim etc. Discussion and 
need for 55 gallon bags to fit 

Trash can.  Jerry said he will get some 

Nominations need to be make this meeting 
and voted on next meetings. Fred Daniels 
made a motion to nominate the current board 
and this was 2nded by Glen Pope.  Slate will 
be: 

President – Mike Laible 

Vice Pres. – Jerry Litjen 

Recording Sec. – Kent Stromberg 

Treasurer – Brian Campopiano 

Motion by Larry Baily to raise dues to 40.00 
or an increase of 5 dollars.  This would make  

Dues 40.00 for members and 60.00 for new 
members 2nded by Charlie Teixeira 

Announcement -   Next boat float Nov 18.  

Old Business: 

Brian has drafted a compliance letter to be 
sent to local airports as per FAA regulations. 

Should be done within a week   

Flyers have been made for War Bird event 
and the Iron Mike Swap meet  
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Charging table discussion- goal is to have 
done by April 

Membership: 

Membership-Herman reported 87 members 

Safety: 

Discussion on taxiing and the need for 
spotters when flying drones. Dave also 
announced he will step down as Safety 
officer. 

Dave would like to step down but will stay 
until new person is found. 

Treasures report: 

Treasurer-Brian reported a closing balance 
$5479.97 

Announcement/Show and Tell: 

See write up. 

Model of the Month: 

Model of Month – Mike Laible 

 

MODEL OF THE MONTH - JUNE 
by Mike Laible 

 

 

Mike Laible and his Top Flight Corsair 

 

SPACE CITY AND JETERO 
by Mike Laible 

 
This month I will recap two fly ins that I 
attended. 

The first is Space City Fly in.  This is the first 
time I attended this fly in and the Space City 
flying field is a nice field north of I-10 near 
Katy.  As you can note from the first picture 
they have some nice trees and shade that 
everyone can just lounge around and talk. 

I brought my Corsair and had a relaxing time.  
A couple of uneventful flights.  I also helped 
Bret Bowling out getting his B-17 flying.  I 
actually felt useful and got all engines 
running.  It’s always a touchy subject matter 
when you are sticking your nose into 
someone else’s plane. 

 

I hate to show the next pic but at Space City 
we had quite a few mishaps.  One thing I 
have found, you fly these big birds hard  and 
stuff happens. 

Michael Jackson and Paul Curry had a midair 
during the WWI gaggle.  I did not participate 
because I left the SPAD at home, don’t know 
why, just did.  Anyway, Mike performed a 
loop that Paul got in the way off.  I have 
watched dozens of WWII gaggles, no midairs, 
two WWI and two midairs.  Go figure. 

I noticed the last email Michael sent out he 
had Michael “No Loops” Jackson.  We keep 
our sense of humor. 
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Now for Jetero.  I knew this was going to be a 
cool and winding day, so I once again left the 
bomber and SPAD at home.  Also, first event 
with my brand-new airplane hauler – Yep, 
new Grand Caravan. 

Anyway, nice picture of the trusty F-86 and 
my Corsair.  The F-86 flew great even with 
10-15 MPH winds.  I love this plane and will 
be looking for another 80-90 mm ducted fan 
for the 2018 flying season. 

 

The Corsair flew great but on landing I set her 
down and BAMMM the left gear ripped out.  
After inspection and some talking to fellow 
flyers, the Robart retract failed.  It seems the 
pin that rotates the wheel (Corsair s have 
rotating retracts) failed.  This allowed the tire 
to rotate 90 deg and you can imagine that it 
did not roll very well after that.  Got her back 
together and ready to go. 

 

This was the weekend before Halloween so 
some of the LA boys had some fun – King 
Kong vs Godzilla.  You gotta like that. 

 

An overall pic of all the pilots that flew in a 21-
plane gaggle.  Yes, 21 up in the air at the 
same time.  All landed without a scratch. 

Our fellow member Keith Fontenot giving last 
minute instruction to Randy Larson – “No, 
you’re not flying this in the gaggle”.  The 
plane flew great, looked good, and he 
collected a nice award. 
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Keith all smiles. 

Through the last few years Randy Larson and 
Greg Yancy has created a membership of 
“Texas Warbird Thunder”.  They said that 
members are picked when a flight raises their 
eyebrow.  Well at bomber field I got accepted 
into the thunder.  It seems my flight of the B-
24 raised some eyebrows and the pirouette 
on landing sealed the deal.   

Anyway, I got the shirt and then at Jetero, 
Greg knew I am doing a P-47 named after my 
dog Elsie, yes a P-47 named Elsie is true 
scale.  Well we couldn’t leave Elsie out.  
Check out her new wardrobe.’ 

 

She is a Texas Warbird Thunder dog.   

Well, another newsletter in the books.  This 
closes out another flying season for the 
warbird scale and I look forward to next year.  
I am seeing Walt, Keith, and Fitz more often 
and looked forward some fly ins together. 

So, till next time, Godspeed and safe 
landings. 

Mike 
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Upcoming Events 

12/03 Space City Pearl Harbor, Katy 
3/24/2018 Iron Mike Swap Meet 
4/21/2018 Prop Nuts swap/fly in 
4/28/2018 Warbirds over JSC 
5/19/2018 Fort Worth Bi-Plane fly in 
9/19-22/2018 Bomber Field B-17 
 
 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 713-542-0987 (Cell) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Jerry Litjen 713-253-9887 (Cell) 
Treasurer:  

Brian Campopiano 832-524-9590 (H) 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 

Committees 
Membership: 

Herman Burton 281-474-7133(H) 
Safety Officer:  

Dave Bacque 281-486-1695(H) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor: 
Tom Altmeyer: 713 591 2859 
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  713-542-0987 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Dave Bacque: 832-216-2566 
Fitz Walker  817-797-9192 
 
Heli& Fixed: 
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
 

The R/C Flyer 
 
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 

"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 
subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 
the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 

WANTED 
 
Supported Special Interest Groups: 
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White, 
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159. 
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